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1
INDUCTION-BASED REFERENCE POINT
LOCATOR

BACKGROUND

One of the methods used by an installer or other technician
(e.g., an electrician) to locate a reference point on a first side
of a structure (e.g., a wall, floor, ceiling, etc.) from a second
side of the structure is to guess where the reference point
might be on the first side of the structure and then drill a small
test hole through the structure from the second side at the
presumed location. With the test hole completed, the installer
may move back to the first side of the structure and observe
where the test hole came through the wall.

If the small hole came through the wall on the first side of
the structure at or sufficiently proximate the reference point,
the reference point was found and no further small holes may
be required. However, if the small hole came through the wall
on the first side of the structure undesirably or substantially
far away from the reference point, the installer may move
back to the second side of the structure, make another guess
where the reference point might be on the first side (probably
using the first small hole as a guide), and drill another test hole
from the second side at the new location. Eventually, by
repeating the above process a sufficient number of times, one
of the subsequently drilled test holes will come through and
open up on the first side of the structure at or sufficiently
proximate the reference point on the first side. With the ref-
erence point now found, the installer is free to continue on
with his work (e.g., fishing electrical wire to a new outlet
being installed).

BRIEF SUMMARY

According to one aspect of the present disclosure, an
induction-based reference point locator is disclosed. The
locator includes a transmitter locatable at a position on a first
side of a structure, the transmitter configured to generate an
alternating magnetic field at a desired frequency. The locator
also includes a receiver locatable on a second side of the
structure opposite the first side, the receiver configured to
detect the magnetic field and provide a directional indication
to the position of the transmitter relative to the second side of
the structure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present applica-
tion, the objects and advantages thereof, reference is now
made to the following descriptions taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an embodiment of an induction-
based reference point locator according to the present disclo-
sure relative to a structure;

FIG.2is adiagram illustrating an embodiment of a receiver
of the induction-based reference point locator according to
the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a section view of a trans-
mitter and a receiver of the induction-based reference point
locator of FIG. 1 taken along the line 3-3 of FIG. 2 according
to the present disclosure;

FIG. 4is adiagram illustrating signal generation and detec-
tion of the induction-based reference point locator of FIG. 1
according to the present disclosure; and
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FIGS. 5A and 5B are diagrams illustrating a front view and
a side view, respectively, of a receiver component of the
induction-based reference point locator of FIG. 1 according
to the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present disclosure provide an induc-
tion-based reference point locator. According to one embodi-
ment, an induction-based reference point locator includes a
transmitter locatable at a position on a first side of a structure,
the transmitter configured to generate an alternating magnetic
field at a desired frequency; and a receiver locatable on a
second side of the structure opposite the first side, the receiver
configured to detect the magnetic field and provide a direc-
tional indication to the position of the transmitter relative to
the second side of the structure.

With reference now to the Figures and in particular with
reference to FIG. 1, a diagram of an embodiment of an induc-
tion-based reference point locator 100 is illustrated. In the
illustrated embodiment, locator 100 includes a transmitter
102 and a receiver 104. As illustrated in FIG. 1, transmitter
102 comprises a mobile and/or portable device that is locat-
able at a desired position or location relative to a side 110 of
a structure 112, and receiver 104 is a mobile and/or portable
device that is locatable relative to an opposite side 114 of
structure 112 relative to side 110. Structure 112 may be any
type of structure such as, but not limited to, a wall, divider,
floor, etc.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a front view of receiver 104
of FIG. 1 in the direction of 2-2 of FIG. 1, and FIG. 3 is a
diagram illustrating a section view of locator 100 and struc-
ture 112 of FIG. 1 taken along the line 3-3 of FIG. 2. As
illustrated in the FIGS. 1-3, transmitter 102 comprises a hous-
ing for enclosing and/or containing therein components for
generating an alternating magnetic field. In the illustrated
embodiment, transmitter 102 includes a motor 116 coupled
by a shaft 118 to a magnet 120. Motor 116 is configured to
rotate magnet 120 at a desired speed or rotational velocity to
produce an alternating magnetic field extending toward, into
and/or through structure 112 toward receiver 104. Transmitter
102 is configured such that an axis of magnetic polarity 122 of
magnet 120 is alternately rotated in or through a direction
extending through structure 112 toward receiver 104 (e.g., in
the direction indicated by arrow 124). For example, in the
illustrated embodiment, motor 116 rotates shaft 118 to
thereby cause rotation of magnet 120 about an axis defined by
shaft 118. Motor 116 may comprise a direct current (DC)
motor powered by an onboard battery supply; however, it
should be understood that motor 116 may be otherwise pow-
ered. Referring to FIG. 1, transmitter 102 may comprise a
speed control mechanism 130 for variably controlling a rota-
tional speed of magnet 122 to thereby control the frequency of
the alternating magnetic field generated by transmitter 102. In
the illustrated embodiment, transmitter 102 generates an
alternating magnetic field via a rotating magnet 120. It should
be understood that different types and/or shapes of magnets
may be used. It should further be understood that other meth-
ods of generating an alternating magnetic field may be used
(e.g., via electrical coils) and corresponding methods may be
used to alter and/or otherwise control the frequency of the
alternating magnetic field generated by transmitter 102.

In some embodiments, transmitter 102 may be secured to
side 110 of structure 112 using a variety of methods without
user intervention and/or assistance in retaining transmitter
102 in a desired position (e.g., adhered to structure 112 with
releasable tape, supported by a rod or other type of stand/
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mounting device, etc.); however, it should be understood that
transmitter 102 may also be retained in a desired location by
a user or using other methods. For example, in the illustrated
embodiment, transmitter 102 includes a recess 132 located on
a side or face 134 facing side 110 of structure 112 to receive
a pin 136 therein. Pin 136 may be partially insertable into
structure 112 to facilitate independent retention of transmitter
102 at a desired location and/or position relative to side 110 of
structure 112. It should be understood that a variety of meth-
ods and/or techniques may be used to retain transmitter 102,
if desired, at a particular position and/or location relative to
side 110 of structure 112. It should further be understood that
the general orientation of transmitter 102 may be varied rela-
tive to structure 112 so long as the alternating magnetic field
polarity extends through structure 112 toward receiver 104.

Receiver 104 is movable relative to side 114 of structure
112 and detects the alternating magnetic field generated by
transmitter 102 to facilitate the location of a corresponding
position or location of transmitter 102 on side 114 of structure
112. For example, in the illustrated embodiment, receiver 104
includes directional indicators 140, 142, 144 and 146. Direc-
tional indicators 140, 142, 144 and 146 may comprise light
emitting diodes (LEDs) or other types of components for
providing a visual indication for moving receiver 104 to align
a locating region 150 of receiver 104 with a position of trans-
mitter 102 on the opposite side of structure 112. It should be
understood that other types of directional indicators may be
used, instead of or in combination with, visual direction indi-
cators (e.g., audio direction indicators). Locating region 150
of receiver 104 may comprise an opening 152 extending
through receiver 104 toward side 114 of structure 112 to
facilitate placing a mark or other notation on side 114 corre-
sponding to a position or location of transmitter 102 on the
opposite side 110 of structure 112.

In the illustrated embodiment, receiver 104 detects the
alternating magnetic field produced by transmitter 102 via
sensors 160. In the illustrated embodiment, four sensors 160
are used to provide two substantially orthogonal directional
components (four directional components (up, down, left and
right)) for aligning locating region 150 to a position of trans-
mitter 102. However, it should be understood that additional
sensors 160 may be used to provide additional direction indi-
cations. In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1-3, each
sensor 160 comprises a coil 162 such that each coil 162 may
correspond to a different directional indicator 140, 142, 144
or 146. Receiver 104 may also be powered by an onboard DC
power supply.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating various functional compo-
nents of transmitter 102 and receiver 104 of locator 100 of
FIGS. 1-3. For ease of description and illustration, two sen-
sors 160 in the form of coils 162 are illustrated to provide two
directional indications; however, it should be understood that
is in the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1-3, four sensors
160 are used each corresponding to a different directional
indicator 140, 142, 144 and 146. In FIG. 4, an alternating
magnetic field 170 is generated via motor 116 rotating mag-
net 120 at a desired speed to produce a desired frequency of
the alternating magnetic field 170. Sensors 162 detect the
alternating magnetic field 170 and convert the alternating
magnetic field to an alternating current signal. The alternating
current electric signal is fed into an amplifier 172 and there-
after fed into a digital processor 174. Digital processor 174 is
configured to apply digital filtering techniques to determine,
filter and/or otherwise identity the frequency of the incoming
signal. It should be understood that various types of hardware
and/or software components may be included in receiver 104
to perform filtering and/or amplification signal processing.
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Digital processor 174 is configured to filter the signal based
on a particular frequency of interest (e.g., the frequency ofthe
alternating magnetic field 170 generated by transmitter 102).
Digital processor 174 is configured to compare the signal
received from a particular pair of sensors 160 (e.g., a pair of
coils 162 corresponding to directional indicators 140 and 144,
or a pair of coils 162 corresponding to directional indicators
142 and 146) to determine their phase relationship. The phase
relationship is used to narrow the receiver 104 field of view to
eliminate or substantially remove unwanted signals. Sensors
160 in receiver 104 are positioned such that a change in
position of the receiver 104 relative to transmitter 102 will
produce a change in phase. When the phase meets a field of
view threshold, the corresponding pair of signals are com-
pared to determine which sensor 160 signal has the larger
magnitude. Digital processor 174 then illuminates the corre-
sponding directional indicator (e.g., indicator 140 or 144) to
direct the user of locator 100 to move receiver 104 in a
corresponding direction, thereby resulting in movement of
receiver 104 towards the center or position of transmitter 102.
In response to receiver 104 being moved into a position in
which the signal from each pair of sensors 160 is approxi-
mately equal in magnitude, digital processor 174 may cause
the corresponding pair of directional indicators (e.g., both
indicators 140 and 144) to be illuminated, thereby indicating
to the user that receiver 104 is centered relative to transmitter
102 in the corresponding direction. As indicated above, the
frequency of the alternating magnetic field generated by
transmitter 102 may be varied. Correspondingly, receiver 104
(e.g., digital processor 174 and/or other electronic compo-
nents of receiver 104) may be programmed and/or otherwise
adjusted to filter and/or otherwise identify the particular fre-
quency of interest based on the frequency of the alternating
magnetic field generated by transmitter 102.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are diagrams illustrating a front view and
a side view, respectively, of a circuit board assembly 180 of
receiver 104 of the induction-based reference point locator
100 of FIG. 1 according to the present disclosure. In the
illustrated embodiment, circuit board assembly 180 includes
digital processor 174 and other associated circuitry. Circuit
board assembly 180 also includes four sensors 160 each cor-
responding to a different directional indicator 140, 142, 144
and 146. For example, in the illustrated embodiment, sensors
160 comprise coils 162,,162,,162,,and 162,. Coils 162, and
162, correspond to directional indicators 140 and 144, and
directional indicators 162, and 162, correspond to directional
indicators 142 and 146. In some embodiments, sensors 160
are positioned on circuit board assembly 180 at a desired
angular relationship to transmitter 102 and/or the magnetic
field 170 produced by transmitter 102 to produce a substan-
tially linear signal change in response to movement of
receiver 104 relative to transmitter 102. For example, in the
illustrated embodiment, each coil 162, 162,, 162, and 162,
is positioned at an approximately 45° angle (see also FIG. 3)
relative to an incoming magnetic field generated by transmit-
ter 102. However, it should be understood that other angular
positions of coils 162 may be used in receiver 104.

As referenced above, receiver 104 may be tuned (e.g., via
digital processor 174) to detect and/or otherwise provide
directional indications corresponding to a frequency of inter-
est based on the frequency of the magnetic field generated by
transmitter 102. For example, in some embodiments, depend-
ing on the type of structure 112, the distance between trans-
mitter 102 and receiver 104, other extraneous signal noise, or
other factors, transmitter 102 may be configured to generate



US 9,172,225 B2

5

the alternating magnetic field at a desired frequency and
receiver 104 configured to detect and/or respond to the cor-
responding frequency.

Thus, embodiments of the present disclosure provide a
reference point locator that utilizes magnetic field generation
to accurately locate a particular reference point from one side
of the structure to an opposite side of the structure. Embodi-
ments of the present disclosure also enable compensation for
different types of structures and/or distances between trans-
mitting and receiving components of the reference point loca-
tor.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the disclosure. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present disclosure has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the disclosure in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the disclosure. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the disclo-
sure and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the disclosure for vari-
ous embodiments with various modifications as are suited to
the particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. An induction-based reference point locator, comprising:

a transmitter locatable at a position on a first side of a

structure, the transmitter configured to generate an alter-
nating magnetic field at a desired frequency; and
areceiver locatable on a second side of the structure oppo-
site the first side, the receiver configured to detect the
magnetic field and provide a directional indication to the
position of the transmitter relative to the second side of
the structure, and wherein the receiver comprises a plu-
rality of coils for sensing the magnetic field, each coil
associated with a different directional indicator.

2. The locator of claim 1, wherein the receiver comprises a
sensor configured to convert the alternating magnetic field to
an alternating current signal.

3. The locator of claim 2, wherein the receiver comprises a
processor configured to filter the alternating current signal to
identify the desired frequency.

4. The locator of claim 1, wherein the directional indicator
comprises a visual indicator.

5. The locator of claim 1, wherein the transmitter com-
prises a motor for rotating a magnet at a desired speed.

6. The locator of claim 5, wherein the transmitter is con-
figured to enable adjustment of the speed of rotation of the
magnet.
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7. An induction-based reference point locator, comprising:
a transmitter locatable at a position on a first side of a
structure, the transmitter configured to rotate a magnet to
generate an alternating magnetic field at a particular
frequency; and
a receiver locatable on a second side of the structure oppo-
site the first side, the receiver configured to:
convert the alternating magnetic field to an alternating
current signal;

filter the alternating current signal to identify the fre-
quency; and

generate a directional indication to the position of the
transmitter relative to the second side of the structure
based on the alternating current signal.

8. The locator of claim 7, wherein the transmitter is con-
figured to enable variable speed of the rotating magnet to vary
the frequency.

9. The locator of claim 7, wherein the receiver comprises a
plurality of coils for sensing the magnetic field, each coil
associated with a different directional indicator.

10. The locator of claim 9, wherein each coil is disposed at
an angle of approximately forty-five degrees relative to the
transmitter when the transmitter and the receiver are posi-
tioned against the structure.

11. The locator of claim 7, wherein the receiver comprises
a processor configured to filter the alternating current signal
to identify the frequency.

12. The locator of claim 9, wherein the receiver comprises
a processor configured to compare a signal received from
each of a pair of coils and determine a phase relationship of
the compared signals.

13. The locator of claim 9, wherein the coils are located an
angle relative to the transmitter to produce a substantially
linear signal change in response to movement of the receiver
relative to the transmitter.

14. An induction-based reference point locator, compris-
ing:

a transmitter locatable at a position on a first side of a
structure, the transmitter configured to cause a direction
of magnetic polarity of a magnet to be alternately rotated
in a direction through the structure an alternating mag-
netic field at a particular frequency; and

a receiver locatable on a second side of the structure oppo-
site the first side, the receiver configured to detect an
alternating magnetic field generated by the transmitter
and generate a directional indication to the position of
the transmitter relative to the second side of the structure
based on the alternating magnetic field.

15. The locator of claim 14, wherein the receiver comprises

a plurality of coils for sensing the alternating magnetic field,
each coil associated with a different directional indicator.

16. The locator of claim 15, wherein the coils are located an
angle relative to the transmitter to produce a substantially
linear signal change in response to movement of the receiver
relative to the transmitter.

17. The locator of claim 14, wherein the receiver comprises
a sensor configured to convert the alternating magnetic field
to an alternating current signal.

18. The locator of claim 17, wherein the receiver comprises
a processor configured to filter the alternating current signal
to identify a desired frequency of the alternating magnetic
field.

19. The locator of claim 14, wherein the receiver comprises
a processor configured to compare a signal received from
each of a pair of coils and determine a phase relationship of
the compared signals.
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